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WHAT IS A SECTION 8 CHANGE OF DWELLING REQUEST? 
  

The Section 8 office must give you permission to move to a different rental house or apartment.  This 
is called a Change of Dwelling.  The Section 8 office will you permission to move if: 
 

 Your rental house or apartment did not pass inspection, and Section 8 stopped paying the 
landlord. 

 Your lease is about to end, and the landlord does not want to enter a new lease with you for 
another year. 

  

HOW DOES A TENANT GET A CHANGE OF DWELLING? 
 
To get a Change of Dwelling you must do the following: 
 

 Go to the Section 8 office, and complete the paperwork for a Change of Dwelling as soon as 
possible.  The form for Miami Dade Section 8 is included with this brochure.  

 The Section 8 office will give you a Request for Tenancy Approval (RFTA) packet.  If your 
voucher is from Miami-Dade, you will first be required to attend a briefing. 

 Once you find a new landlord, the landlord must fill out the RFTA. 

 You must take the RFTA back to the Section 8 office.  You have 60 days from the date on the 
RFTA to bring it back to the Section 8 office. 

 

AFTER A TENANT GIVES SECTION 8 THE REQUEST FOR TENANCY APPROVAL 
PACKET, WHAT DOES THE SECTION 8 OFFICE DO? 

 
After Section 8 receives the Request for Tenancy Approval form from you, Section 8 does two things: 

 

 Section 8 will inspect the house or apartment inside and out, to make sure it is safe and 
suitable for people to live in it.  The inspectors may check the rooms, hallways, doorways, 
bathroom and kitchen fixtures, windows, screens, electrical outlets, smoke detectors, and other 
parts of the home to make sure they are in good repair. 

 Section 8 will do a rent survey of the unit to make sure the rent is reasonable. 
 

If the unit passes the inspection, and Section 8 decides that the rent is reasonable, you may sign a 
lease with the new landlord.  After the lease is signed, you may move into the new home. 

 

WHAT IS A RENT SURVEY? 
 
Section 8 will compare the amount of rent the landlord charges to the rents charged for similar units in 
the area.  This is a rent survey.  If the amount of rent the landlord charges you is more than other 
units in the area, Section 8 may not allow you to rent it. 
 

CAN YOU MOVE INTO THE NEW RENTAL PROPERTY BEFORE  
SECTION 8 APPROVES IT? 

 
You may not move into the new rental property before Section 8 gives you permission to move in.  If 
you move in before Section 8 approves the unit, you will be responsible for paying the full rent. If the 
landlord says he will not charge you the rent if you move in early, get the agreement in writing.  
 
 



WHAT IF YOU CANNOT FIND A NEW LANDLORD WITHIN 60 DAYS? 
 
If you cannot find a landlord within 60 days of receiving the RFTA, you can ask Section 8 for more 
time to find a new landlord.  The request should be made at least 10 days before the RFTA expires.  
You should ask for more time in writing explaining why you need more time. Keep a copy of the 
written request for his records.  The written request should explain why you could not find a new 
landlord within 60 days.  If the failure to locate housing is related a disability, your extension request 
should mention this fact.   
 
After receiving your written request for more time to find a new landlord, Section 8 may give you 30 
more days to find a new landlord.  If after 30 days, you still cannot find a new landlord, Section 8 may 
give the tenant 30 more days to find a new landlord.  Section 8 can give you up to a total of 120 days 
to find a new landlord. 
 
Note that Miami-Dade Section 8 will only give extensions beyond the initial 60 days if there are 
“extenuating circumstances” or if you need the extension because of a disability. 
   

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF THE LANDLORD WANTS YOU TO MOVE OUT 
BEFORE YOU CAN FIND A NEW PLACE TO LIVE? 

 
The Change of Dwelling approval process can take anywhere from a few weeks to several months, 
depending on your housing authority. The old landlord may want you to move before this process is 
completed. 
  
Around the time you go to Section 8 for the annual re-certification, you should ask the landlord 
whether he or she plans to renew your lease.  If the landlord does not want to renew your lease, you 
should immediately request a Change of Dwelling from Section 8. 
  
You should read the terms of your lease to see how much notice your landlord must give you if he or 
she does not intend to renew your lease. If you are a month-to-month tenant, then your landlord only 
hast to give you 15 days’ notice to vacate.  If you live in Miami Beach, you get 30 days’ notice.  If you 
do not move out by the time your landlord’s termination notice expires, your landlord may file an 
eviction against you. The landlord cannot force you to move without first going to Court and getting an 
order from the Judge ordering you to move. 
  
You should seek immediate legal help if you think that the landlord wrongly tried to end your tenancy, 
or wrongly tried to evict you. Do not ignore the eviction. It is very important that you challenge any 
unlawful eviction.  If you are evicted from the Section 8 home, you may also lose your Section 8 
voucher. 
  
You should contact Legal Services if the landlord sends you a termination notice or if the landlord files 
an eviction action against you. You should also read Legal Services’ brochure, “How to Answer Your 
Eviction Case,” to better understand the eviction process. 
  

CAN YOU GET A CHANGE OF DWELLING IF YOUR CURRENT APARTMENT 
DOES NOT PASS THE ANNUAL INSPECTION? 

 
Sometimes an apartment or house does not pass the annual inspection because of a landlord 
violation.  If the landlord does not fix the violations by the second inspection, you can get a Change of 
Dwelling.  You should read Legal Services’ brochure, “Section 8 Housing Quality Standards 
Inspections” to better understand the inspection process. 



 
 

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU NEED TO MOVE OUT BEFORE SECTION 8 HAS 
APPROVED THE NEW APARMENT? 

 
You may do everything correctly and still not have a new place to move into by the time the landlord 
wants you to move out.  A landlord must file an eviction to remove you.  If you do not want to face a 
Court ordered eviction, you may want to stay with family or friends while looking for a new place to 
live using the Section 8 voucher.  However, if you have a Section 8 voucher from Miami-Dade 
County, you may not want to move out:  If your voucher expires before you find a new home and you 
are no longer living in the unit, you will lose your Section 8 assistance.  

 

CAN MY SECTION 8 LANDLORD CHARGE ME A SECURITY DEPOSIT? 
 
A Section 8 landlord may charge a tenant a security deposit.  If you cannot afford to pay all of the 
security deposit before moving in, you should ask the landlord if you can pay a part of the security 
deposit each month, along with the rent.  However, if the landlord wants you to pay all of the security 
deposit before moving into the apartment, you must do so. 
  



 


