
The Pact Act:
What Veterans
Need to Know

The PACT Act, also known as Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxic (PACT) Act of 2022, was signed into law on August 10, 2022. 

The PACT Act expands VA Healthcare and disability benefits for Veterans exposed to toxic substances
during their military service. 

Pact Act

Toxic Exposures 
Veterans may have experienced any of the following toxic exposures during service: 
 

Expansion of Eligibility for Service-Connected Disabilities
The VA pays Compensation benefits, or service-connected disability benefits, to veterans who have a
disability that was incurred in or was aggravated by military service. 

The VA and Department of Defense know that during designated periods of time and in certain locations
military service members were exposed to toxins that are known to cause medical conditions. The VA
presumes that these specific conditions are related to these exposure events. 



Vietnam-Era Veterans 
The PACT Act expanded the locations and conditions eligible for toxic exposure due to Agent Orange. 

Other Eligible Criteria: 

Active-duty service in a regular Air Force unit location where a C-123 aircraft with traces of Agent
Orange was assigned, and had repeated contact with this aircraft due to flight, ground, or medical
duties, or
Involvement in transporting, testing, storing, or other uses of Agent Orange during military service, or
Assignment as a Reservist to certain flight, ground, or medical crew duties at one of the following
dates and locations: 

Presumptive service connection occurs where the VA presumes that the veteran’s condition was caused by
their military service. To prove eligibility for a presumptive condition, the veteran must show 1) a current
diagnosis; and 2) service during the qualifying time and geographic location.   

Veterans must submit an application for the VA to consider eligibility for this benefit. This is true even when
the Veteran is already on a toxic exposure registry list. Veterans may submit an their Application for
Disability Compensation and Compensation Related Benefits, VA Form 21-526EZ  online at va.gov, with the
assistance of a VA-accredited Veteran Service Organization (VSO) or attorney, or by mail or fax.  

Moreover, the VA is not required to initiate re-adjudication of claims that were previously denied and could
have a different result under the PACT Act. It is important to work with a VA-accredited representative on
these claims to obtain the most favorable outcome on a case. 

https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/vba-21-526ez-are.pdf
https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/vba-21-526ez-are.pdf
https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction?next=loginModal


The PACT Act added the following new diseases for presumptive service-connection: 

Prior to the PACT Act, Vietnam-Era veterans have long been presumptively eligible for the following medical
conditions due to exposure to herbicides, including Agent Orange: 

Gulf War Veterans

Gulf War Veterans are those who served in or after the Gulf War on or after August 2, 1990, and after
the start of the Global War on Terrorism or after September 11, 2001. They are presumed to have been
exposed to toxic substances in the following locations:



Gulf War veterans are eligible for presumptive service-connection for the following conditions: 



Radiation Exposure
The PACT Act expanded service locations for veterans who are eligible for presumptive service connection
for diseases which manifested due to radiation exposure. To be eligible, veterans must have had contact
with ionizing radiation in one of these ways while serving in the military:

Part of atmospheric nuclear weapons testing, or
Service in the postwar occupation of Hiroshima or Nagasaki, or
Prisoner of war (POW) in Japan, or
Performed tasks like those of a Department of Energy (DOE) employee that make them a member of the
Special Exposure Cohort (For more details, check 42 U.S.C. 7384L(14))

Veterans may also qualify if they served in at least one of these locations and capacities:

Underground nuclear weapons testing at Amchitka Island, Alaska, or
Gaseous diffusion plant at Paducah, Kentucky, or
Gaseous diffusion plant at Portsmouth, Ohio, or
Gaseous diffusion plant at Area K-25 at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 



Finally, veterans who participated in response efforts for cleanup of radiation may qualify if they served in
the following dates and locations: 

Veterans who meet the above criteria and have a diagnosis for any of the following radiogenic diseases will
be awarded presumptive service-connected disability benefits: 

Expansion of VA Healthcare Eligibility 
The VA has expanded healthcare eligibility for Vietnam, Gulf War, and Post 9/11 veterans in three categories
of veterans:



Veterans are subject to the following enrollment eligibility dates for VA Healthcare: 

Veterans enrolled in VA Healthcare are eligible for toxic exposure screenings (at least once every 5 years).
Here, veterans will be provided with information about benefits, registry exams, and clinical resources.
Veterans may also find out if they have a presumptive condition related to toxic exposure based on
discussion with a physician and review of medical records. 

Veterans should apply for VA Healthcare regardless of their separation date. You may complete an
Application for Health Benefits, VA Form 10-10EZ  via the Veterans’ Health Administration Enrollment Hotline
at 1-877-222-VETS, online at va.gov, or by mail or fax.   
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Tips

https://www.va.gov/vaforms/medical/pdf/VA_Form_10-10EZ.pdf
http://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction

